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MOTORCYCLISTS — REPRESENTATION ON ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.30 am]: Motorcyclists are an important road user group. Last year, there 
were 20 000 new motorcycles registered in Western Australia. However, many motorcyclists feel that this 
government neglects them—why? It is a claim that I empathise with, as, for example, last year there were 31 
motorcyclists killed on Western Australian roads. That figure is an increase of 63 per cent on that of 2005, and 
given that motorcyclists represent six per cent of road users, I think that is about a 10 per cent fatality rate — 
Mr J.C. Kobelke: You said “last year”; I think you meant 2006. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: I have been told these are the figures for 2007, but that can be checked.  
Furthermore, data from the Office of Road Safety suggests that motorcyclists are 29 times more likely to be 
killed than other drivers travelling the same distances. My interaction with various motorcyclists in the 
community suggests that there are three areas in which immediate action must be taken. Firstly, many 
motorcyclists feel that the Road Safety Council does not care about their welfare. That claim is exacerbated by 
comments made by Grant Dorrington, chairman of the Road Safety Council, in December 2007, after the death 
of a motorcyclist in Kalgoorlie.  
Secondly, many motorcyclists want an educative program introduced in Western Australia to encourage 
motorists to take greater caution and effort in looking out for motorcycles on the roads. The program should also 
encourage motorcyclists to maximise their own visibility out on the roads.  
Thirdly, a number of motorcyclists support the introduction of a learner-approved motorcycle scheme, known as 
“LAMS”. These programs exist in Tasmania, Victoria and New South Wales, and limit the motorcycles that 
riders of different experience are able to ride. The program is based on power-to-weight ratio, rather than engine 
size, and I am told it is a better indicator of a motorcycle’s capacity.  
I will firstly address the issue of the Road Safety Council. Motorcyclists would like greater representation on the 
Road Safety Council. Currently, road users are represented by the Royal Automobile Club; however, 
motorcyclists are concerned that because 98 per cent of the RAC’s membership—a figure of about 650 000—is 
composed almost exclusively of car drivers, motorcyclists have very little voice when the Road Safety Council 
meets. Motorcyclists do not want a representative on the Road Safety Council to represent only their views; 
rather, several motorcyclists—including Dave Wright, President of Motorcycle Riders’ Association of WA, who 
is sitting in the gallery today—have suggested that motorcyclists would like to see representatives of other 
minority road users on the Road Safety Council. The single road-user representative on the Road Safety Council 
could not possibly represent motorcyclists, pedestrians, cyclists and heavy duty transport operators. I believe that 
proposal is worthy of consideration. It would not only be a symbolic gesture to motorcyclists and other road user 
groups that the government is concerned about their safety and welfare, but it would also be of practical benefit. 
I will now talk about motorcycle road safety in Victoria. In 1998, the Victorian Motorcycle Advisory Council—
VMAC—was established. The aim of this body is to provide the Victorian government with strategic advice 
related to the management and development of motorcycling in Victoria. The Victorian Motorcycle Advisory 
Council is a diverse group comprising representatives from a number of different areas relevant to motorcyclists’ 
safety. Members of VMAC include representatives of motorcycle rider groups, manufacturers, retailers, and 
rider training organisations, as well as Victoria Police, the Transport Accident Commission, Monash University 
Accident Research Centre and VicRoads. That is an impressive list of bodies supporting motorcyclists in 
Victoria.  

The Victorian Motorcycle Advisory Council is actively involved in road safety in Victoria. It submits papers to 
the Victorian government, liaises with the City of Melbourne on motorcycling matters, interacts with the 
minister regarding expenditure priorities, and also holds motorcycle forums. I believe the least we can do for 
motorcyclists in Western Australia is to give them greater representation on the Road Safety Council.  

Another issue concerning motorcyclists is awareness. Motorcyclists are concerned that other road users do not 
take the time that they should to look out for motorcyclists. I think we have all been guilty of that; we see a 
motorcyclist come up alongside us and we have not seen where they have come from. Many motorcyclists are 
supportive of the introduction of an education program similar to the “THINK” program in the United Kingdom. 
This program, which is communicated on television and radio through advertisements, encourages drivers to 
take the care and time to look for motorcyclists. As part of this program, motorcyclists are encouraged to make 
themselves wear more visible clothing, which is something Western Australia might have to look at. 

The next issue is detection. I am happy to say that the Motorcycle Riders’ Association is very keen for the 
government to implement a better system of detection for motorcyclists who break the law by speeding and 
running red lights. They are very much against the front numberplate being reintroduced because they still 
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believe that is a safety hazard. They understand what has been done with the rear plates so that red light and 
speed cameras can pick up those rear plates, but they would like to see a system using transponders which could 
be fitted to bikes and which would allow them to be detected by red lights and speed cameras.  

Another issue is wire rope barriers. Motorcyclists are distressed at the use of wire rope barriers, which they 
colloquially refer to as “cheese cutters”, after a young motorcyclist in New Zealand was severed when he 
crashed into wire rope barriers. They were banned in Norway in 2006, and in late 2007 the European Union 
ordered a comprehensive inquiry into their use. 

In conclusion, motorcyclists are important users of our road system. I think they should have a representative on 
the Road Safety Council, as they need a voice on road safety. It is important that people can ride motorcycles if 
they wish, and I think the government should support their plea to have representation on this body. 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta — Minister for Community Safety) [9.37 am]: I thank the member for his 
grievance, which reflects, again, his quite genuine interest in road safety matters.  

The government and the Road Safety Council take seriously the safety of all road users. Clearly, motorcyclists 
are a very important part of the various groups that are considered when we come to road safety.  

The member gave some figures, and the figures I have are that in 2006 there were 31 motorcycle fatalities out of 
201 altogether, and in 2007 there were 35 motorcycle deaths out of 236 fatalities on our roads. Clearly, 
motorcycles are overrepresented. I have been given some figures for the 10-year period to 2004 which show that 
car crash rates per 10 000 registered vehicles was 23.5, but motorcycle crashes per 10 000 registered motorcycles 
was 67.9; nearly three times as high. Mopeds are a real concern, as that was a figure of 137.  

Turning to police-reported crashes: in 2005 a third of the 1 157 motorcyclists involved in crashes were seriously 
injured or killed, whereas only four per cent of the 71 000 people involved in car crashes were seriously injured 
or killed. That discrepancy highlights the need to do a lot more work to try to ensure that motorcyclists are safe 
on our roads. That applies not only to motorcyclists themselves, but also, as the member quite rightly pointed 
out, to the awareness of other road users, who are too often the cause of the accidents that motorcyclists are 
involved in. The whole community must be educated, as well as working with motorcyclists, and having a 
motorcyclist representative on the Road Safety Council to speak on behalf of motorcyclists is very important.  

The Road Safety Council is an advisory body to government that operates in a similar way to how it was set up 
under the last government. It has not changed its structure in any major way. The Road Safety Council Act 2002 
stipulates that there should be 10 members of the council, including one member who is appointed to represent 
road users. That position is currently filled by a nominee from the RAC. When we renewed that position only 
some months back, I sought an undertaking from the RAC that it would be proactive in making sure that it was 
holding forums and engaging with other road user groups. The RAC is on the council not simply to represent its 
members; it is there because of its standing in the community. Because it has such a large membership base, it is 
an automatic selection for that position. I received a clear undertaking from the RAC that its representative 
would put in the work to be representative of all road users to the extent that the representative could. Therefore, 
the RAC is taking an interest in non-members, and particularly motorcyclists, who represent a low percentage of 
RAC membership. 

The structure of the Road Safety Council is largely consistent with that put in place by the coalition government 
when it established the council. The member alluded to representation from a range of interest groups. Do we 
have someone representing pedestrians; cyclists, a group that is growing because the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure has done a fantastic job in rolling out more bike paths to encourage people to cycle; heavy vehicle 
operators; taxi operators; or emergency service vehicle operators? The list goes on. We could move away from 
the current structure of the Road Safety Council to arrive at a reference group position. I do not think that would 
improve the operation of the Road Safety Council. I do not think that it would advance matters to put one group 
onto the council, then another and then another, because we would end up with too large a body.  

I am willing to take on board the suggestion that we should perhaps look at a particular reference group for 
motorcyclists or other road users to see what we can do. The Road Safety Council is engaged with various 
groups. It is organising a Western Australian scooter and motorcycle safety forum in May of this year. The 
chairman, Grant Dorrington, has invited the RAC, as the road user representative, to host the forum. The Office 
of Road Safety will support that forum. I trust that the various interest groups will attend it. The Road Safety 
Council, in building rapport and listening to various interest groups, has funded the attendance of the president of 
the Motorcycle Riders Association of Western Australia at the national motorcycle summit in Canberra, which 
will be held in the next few days. Government agencies will also be present. The council has used the funds 
available to it to make sure that the president of the Motorcycle Riders Association can attend that summit.  

Main Roads Western Australia is investigating the safety of wire rope barriers, because the motorcycle 
community has expressed real concern that they pose a danger. Only one country in the world has decided that 
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the negative outweighs the positive. In many countries wire rope barriers have been responsible for saving lives. 
It is a difficult balance, but I understand that Main Roads is now undertaking a study. The Office of Road Safety 
clearly needs to work with the Motorcycle Riders Association. One of the ways it is looking at doing that is by 
setting up on its website a page or mini-site that will be available for carrying a lot of messages to engage with 
people in providing information that is important for motorcyclists on the state’s roads.  

The member has raised a very important issue. The statistics highlight the fact that we need to do a lot more to 
protect the motorcycle users on the state’s roads. I am certainly committed to doing that. The first step is to make 
sure that we properly engage with the various associations; however, making those associations members of the 
Road Safety Council would, in a major way, change the whole structure of the council and its role. I will 
certainly enter into discussions to see whether we need a more formal reference group, whether for motorcyclists 
or for a range of smaller groups that feel they need more access to government and to the Road Safety Council to 
make sure that their concerns are heard and taken up. 
 


